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When the Democracy cut loose from
her once-boasted moorings of sound
finance and endeavored to infuse into the
veins of loyal Indianians the free silver
virus and the madness of fiat coinage
by a hypodermic injection of Bryanism,
an issue was presented which, to com-

1

bat successfully, called for the highest
lity of statescraft, as the promoters
cf the new policy were alert, adroit, and

persistent. Most active among  the
younger maen who thrust their lives and
budding fortunes into the breach at this
critical juncture was Jesse Overstreet,
then a promising attorney in the city of
Franklin, Johnson County. He was
valiant, ambitious, and capable, and had
imbibed the true essence of Republican-
ism from the teachings of such sterling
advocates as Henry S. Lane, Oliver P.
Morton, Richard W. Thompson, Thomas
M. Brown, Benjamin Hagsrison, and
wwed rare executive poscibilities in the
political trenches with the later forces of
Hosierdom’s forensic giants like James
N. Huston, L. T. Michener, John C.
New, Albert J.

Jeveridge, and Charles
Warren Fairbanks.

Nothing daunted by the superior ex-
perience and apparently unlimited re-
sources of the enemy, Mr. Overstreat
joined with a galaxy of enthusiasts, and
by a dash and brilliance peculiarly his
own, coupled with a natural genius for
handling large questions, he became the

-al leader of the sound money move-
ment in the Siate. He accepted the Con-
oressional nomination, and overriding
the most exasperating obstacle, achievad

orious triumph in the struggle for
the defense of the nation's integrity in
1805.

Mr. Overstreet’s career in detail is of
interest to every American youth as an
j Resson in diligence and manly
courage. He is “unto the manor born,”
as relates to Hoosierdom, having becn
ushered into existence in 1859 in Frank-
lin, which, until his removal six years
120 to Indianapolis, was his home and

scene of his early endeavors. He
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lucation, and was admitted to the ]x.’n' in
He was elected to the Fifty-fourth
ngress in 1894, and has been re-elected

to each ~'w§")\\“['fl£'fﬂ L'ungrv\\. increased
majorities evidencing his firm hold upon
the confidence and respect of the people
who were proud 1o be his constituents.
Mr. Overstreet's career in Congress
has been a source of gratification to his
friends, and his wider field for action has
developed a grade of abilities not pre-
viously understood, even by his intimate
Nothing was too diffical
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for him to attempt a solution, :

inherent sagacity and unceasing industry
soon  ing ed to the observing oncs
chat a “'ne Richmond” had entered the
field to stay. He is a close student of
political economy, and there is no menm-
ber of the House who is in command of

1 readier fund of information upon finan-
than he. This made him
the established champion of the goid
standard principle, and pushed to a suc-
-essful passage the monetary reform bill
which is now the legal safeguard of the
i all encroachments of the

1al problems

nation inst
free coinage fallacy. It is a law upon
which the Republicans can go to the

people and set it forth as a sufficient
suarantee that our credit is “ailt-edged”
in any quarter of the globe. The versa-
tile Inc ian has made a number of
speeches upon this and kindred subjects,
ind upon each occasion he has added to
the favorable impression created in his
first term, holding the attention and
evoking the applause of the ablest veter-
s in congressional debate. On the
tariff issue he is of a conserva*'ve adjust-
ment of schedules that will afford the
neccessary protection to American manu-
facturers and at the same time prevent 2
jlangerous competition of foreign cheap
labor which would lead to a reduction in
the present generous rewards of honest
toil.  He is opposed to an agitation that
would unsettle prosperous business con-
litions and drive capital into hiding. He
is against unlawful combinations that
squeeze the people, but believes that due
ncouragement should be granted to cor-
porations that benefit the country and by
arge investmends lessen the cost of pro-
luction, bringing commodities within the
reach of the masses at lower rates. The
tariff, as he understands it, is a broad
vestion, and should be handled in the
ight of experience rather than to please
theorists and  economic
\ step toward free trade is a
menace to both capital and labor, and
changes in schedules should not at any
point threaten the Republican idea of
protection. This position ought to satis-
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fy the most captious that Mr. Overstreet
15 a safe conuselor.

s<sse Overstreet’s record as a friend
and champion of the Negro is as sound,
clean, and conspicuous as his record on
the money and tariff questions. Coming,
as he does, from the Seventh District of
Indiana, where liberality of thought and
respect for the constitutional rights of all
citizens 1s a cardinal princple, he has
been thoroughly impregnated with a feel-
i1g of brotherhood and sympathy for a
black man who is persecuted or ostra-
cized merely because of the accident of
color. He has carefully studied the race
question in its various phases, and by a
commendable breadth of judgment has
found that the Negro people, like all
others, have good and bad within the:ir
ranks. He has been brought into con-
tact with all classes of us, and is too
manly to measure the race’s status by its
lower elements, granting to each indi-
vidual that degree of credit which his
intellect and character gives ... warran.
to claim.

While a member of the committee on
elections in the Fifty-Fourth Congress
Mr. Overstreet had charge of the case
of Hon. G. W. Murray, the colored con-
testant for a seat from South Carolina.
He managed the matter with the skill
of a trained diplomat and succeeded in
placing Mr. Murray into the place, the
lawful majority of the people of his dis-
rtict had chosen him to fill. He has been
ever mindful of the interests of his own
constituents in Indiana. His splendid
work in the campaign of 1896 and 1900
won for him a vast influence with the
administration of the late President Mc-
Kinley. One of the first notable ap-
pointments made after McKinley's ac-
cession was that of Dr. S. A. Elbert, who
was at the instance of Mr. Overstreet,
tendered the very desirable consulship
at Bahia, Brazil. The doctor did not
take the place, but the plucky Congress-
man held to his appointment, and secured
the assignment for one of the brightest
and youngest scholars in Indiana, Dr.
Henry W. Furniss, wno is still serving
it this post with credit and distinctior.
The victory was all the more significant
from the fact that at the time Kentucky,
Michigan, Illinois, Missouri, West Vir-
ginia and the other battle grounds of
the populous Ohio Valley had not been
able to reach the patronage table. To-
day no man in the country stands on a
better footing with President Roosevelt
than does Jesse Overstreet. As a secre-
tary of the Congressional Campaign
Committee a heavy responsibility res's
upon his shoulders, and the President
looks to him and his assistants to see
that the voters are informed as to his
real policies and purposes to the end
that the administration may be properly
sustained at the polls in November. He
is a splendid officer, and past servicas
have demonstrated that he is equal to all
emergencies. He is infusing a much-
needed vim and vigor into the contest
just opened, and there is no doubt that
a triumphant victory will crown his well-
directed efforts.

At home he is having easy sailing.
The voters, white and black, are a unit
for him, and he is especially popular
with the laboring masses, who recog-
nize in him staunch friend—one who has
exerted a great influence in cultivating
more pleasing relations between the op-
posing forces in the mining regions. His
constituents, one and all, understand the
value of keeping good men in Congress,
and realize that this is the only way to
make themselves felt in the affairs of the
nation. The electors of Marion County
are alive to their own interests, and will
take care that Mr. Overstreet’s brilliant
record is endorsed by rolling up for him
the biggest majority that he has ever
received.

EXAMPLE SHOULD BE FOL-
LOWED.

T purchased a copy of CoLORED AMERI-
CAN this week with B. T. Washington’s
picture as supplement. I consider this
step an advancement in Negro journal-
ism and one which our better Negro pa-
pers would do-well to follow. I conmsider
your paper confined to no class or sect
but a paer of the people. I congratulate
your eminent success in journalism and
trust the future holds out to you greater
success than now imaginable.

Very truly yours,
W.T.A

The Colored American is a fearless
race champion, a peerless newspaper
snd a sparkling
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Eritz Reuter’s

WasamNGTON, D. C.
HOTEL AND RESTAURANT

451, 453, 455, 457 Penn. Ave.

02, 208 and 210 4§ St. Northwest

MOORE & PRIOLEAU,

Bparta - Buflet and Cale

1216 Pa. Av. Wash,, D.C,

Fine wines, liquors and cigers,
HOt Free Lunch Every Day. 53 Ladies
will receive special attentior in Dining
Room upstairs.

Jas. F. Keenan,

Rectifier and Wholesale
Liquor Dealer,

Elegant Club Whiskey a Specialty| |
Importer of Fine Wines, Brand-
ies, Gins, Etc

462 Pennsylvania Avenune, NW,

..C. HL NAUGHTON...

LIOUORS
AND SEGARS

FINE W INFB,
Harper & Wilson & specialty;
1926 Fourteenth St., Northwest.

A

Gray & Costley
WINES, LIQUORS & CIGARS

Laaies and Gentlemen’s Dining Room
uj stairs. The best of service gusf ranteed

{313 E »Street N. W.

WAasaIinagToN, D. O.

X

Chris.Xander's

QUALITY HOUSE,

009 7th st NW,
Tl s i ova ot the mewt
exquisite, faultless wines and distiliaies
(in all 240 kinds,) at Chrig. Xander’s
modern prices no others can competle
quality and purity with any of his
goods. His liguors are absoliutely free
from fusel poison,

(No branch houses.) Phone 1435

Standard remedy for Gleet,
Gonorrhcea and Runnings
IN 48 HOURS. Cures Kid-
ney and Bladder Troubles.

W. M. DRURY'’S

RESTAURANYT
1100 20th St., corner L. N, W,
‘Weshington, D. O,




